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Poison in the well
SPECIAL INVESTIGATION

Crestwood officials cut corners and supplied residents with tainted water for 2 decades
 
By Michael Hawthorne
STAFF REPORTER

Like every town across the na-
tion, south suburban Crestwood 
tucks a notice into utility bills 
each summer reassuring resi-
dents their drinking water is safe. 
Village leaders also trumpet the 
claim in their monthly newslet-
ter, while boasting they offer the 
cheapest water rates in Cook 
County.

But those pronouncements 
hide a troubling reality: For more 
than two decades, the 11,000 or 
so residents in this working class 
community unknowingly drank 
tap water contaminated with 
toxic chemicals linked to cancer 
and other health problems, a 

Newspaper investigation found.
As village officials were build-

ing a national reputation for 
pinching pennies, and sending 
out fliers proclaiming Crestwood 
water was “Good to taste but not 
to waste!,” state and village re-
cords obtained by the newspaper 
show they secretly were drawing 
water from a contaminated well, 
apparently to save money.

Officials kept using the well 
even though state environmen-
tal officials told them at least 22 
years ago that dangerous chemi-
cals related to a dry-cleaning 
solvent had oozed into the water, 
records show.

The village avoided scrutiny 

by telling state regulators in 1986 
that they would get all of their 
tap water from Lake Michigan, 
and would use the well only in 
an emergency. But records show 
Crestwood kept drawing well 
water on a routine basis— rely-
ing on it for up to 20 percent of 
the village’s water supply some 
months.

The well wasn’t shut off for 
good until December 2007, 
after the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency tested the 
water for the first time in more 
than 20 years.

The agency found not only 
that the well was still contami-
nated but that Crestwood had 

been piping the water, untreated, 
to residents.

Since then, the EPA has cited 
Crestwood twice for violating en-
vironmental laws, yet has failed 
to notify people who drank the 
well water for years. The agency 
continues to investigate, and 
Illinois

Atty. Gen. Lisa Madigan’s 
office also is looking into the 
matter.

The most likely source of the 
contamination is a dry clean-
ers in a strip mall less than 300 
feet from Crestwood’s well, just 
across a narrow, tree-lined creek 
that drains into the nearby Cal- 
Sag Channel. 

See CRESTWOOD, 5

Uncle Sam wants you… to fight Zika
Invasive Mosquito Project seeks citizen scientists to locate infected insects

By Jennifer Kay
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MIAMI (AP) — The mosquitoes 
that can spread Zika are already 
buzzing among us. The U.S. 
government could use some help 
figuring out exactly where.

No experience is necessary 
for what the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture envisions as a 
nationwide experiment in citizen-
science. Teenagers already have 
proven themselves up to the task 
in tryouts involving a small num-
ber of high school students and 
science teachers.

Now it’s time for the Invasive 
Mosquito Project to scale up and 
fast, since Zika has been linked to 
serious birth defects and health 
officials are preparing for the pos-
sibility of small outbreaks in the 
United States. But there’s little 
money in government budgets to 
track its spread.

“We don’t have a lot of data — 
good, solid data,” said John-Paul 
Mutebi, an entomologist with the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control.

What the USDA is proposing 
is the kind of population sur-
vey not seen in the continental 

United States since World War 
II, when the country eradicated 
mosquito-borne viruses. In a 
1945 film , the U.S. government 
encouraged schoolkids and scout 
troops to do their part in keeping 
their neighborhoods free from 
dengue and yellow fever.

Volunteers now are needed 
to collect mosquito eggs in their 
communities and upload the data 
to populate an online map, which 
in turn will provide real-time 
information about hot spots to 
help researchers and mosquito 
controllers respond.

Some local surveys have been 
revived as dengue fever and other 
viruses creep back into the coun-
try, carried in the blood of travel-
ers and transmitted through 
mosquito bites.

But that data hasn’t been cen-
tralized, and the gaps are clear to 
CDC researchers, whose national 
maps only roughly show the 
possible spread of two disease-
carrying mosquitoes.

The CDC’s maps are based on 
historical reports, recent research 

and surveys sent in February 
to mosquito control districts 
nationwide, but evidence remains 
thin for habitat estimates. They 
suspect that Aedes aegypti 
could carry Zika well beyond the 
Southeast during the summer, 
and the more cold-hardy Asian ti-
ger mosquito could be biting into 
the Midwest and Northeast.

Both species are capable of 
spreading Zika, but experts have 
considered the Asian tiger less of 
a threat for triggering outbreaks 
than the Aedes aegypti.

The Invasive Mosquito 

Project is coordinated by Kansas-
based USDA entomologist Lee 
Cohnstaedt, who has explored 
crowdsourcing as a budget-con-
scious way to sample mosquito 
populations and cites research 
supporting volunteers’ capa-
bilities for collecting large-scale 
data. Now he’s pinning his hopes 
for consistent data collection 
on students needing to do their 
homework, year after year.
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After battle, 
taking on 
world
Former prep star overcomes 
eating disorder to compete for 
world marathon title

By Philip Hersh
STAFF REPORTER

The omelet Tera Moody ordered 
earlier this summer in a Chicago 
restaurant had mushrooms, to-
matoes, spinach, onions — all in 
a skillet with the surface area of a 
bowling ball.

It was a meal fit for the elite 
marathoner Moody has become 
after years battling an eating 
disorder that nearly ended her 
running career.

“My advice to young women 
is to focus on yourself and don’t 
compare yourself to other peo-
ple,” said Moody, 28, whose re-
markable comeback has led her to 
Sunday’s World Championships 
marathon in Berlin. “That’s what 
got me in trouble, seeing people 
who were really skinny running 
well, not knowing then that it 
might help you run well for a year 
but it wouldn’t last.”

See RUNNER, 
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Wal-Mart 
thinking globally, 
acting locally

Giant retailer announces initiative 
to focus on locally grown produce

By Bruce Kirby
BUSINESS WRITER

Wal-Mart Stores announced a 
program on Thursday that would 
focus on sustainable agriculture 
among its suppliers, as it tries 
to expand its efforts to improve 
environmental efficiency among 
its suppliers.

The program is intended to 
put more locally grown food in 
Wal-Mart stores in the United 
States, invest in training and 
infrastructure for small and me-
dium-size farmers, particularly 
in emerging markets, and begin 
to measure the efficiency of large 
suppliers in growing and getting 
their produce to market.

Given that Wal-Mart is the 
world’s largest grocer, with one 
of the biggest supply chains, any 
changes that it makes would have 
wide implications. 
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1900
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record at Denver
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